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Over the weekend, the Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 
approved emergency use authorization for the Pfizer COVID-19 
vaccine, and the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices made a final 
recommendation that frontline healthcare staff should be 
among the first to receive it. 
  
The vaccine is anticipated to arrive between today and 
Wednesday, which means we will likely begin administering it 
this week.  
  
We recently asked you to take a survey to express your interest 
in receiving the vaccine. If you have not taken the survey, I urge you to do so. If you took the survey in 
November, you do not need to do so again. Whatever your decision is, your input is critical in helping us plan 
ahead to administer the vaccine for both this initial distribution and beyond as more doses become available. 
  
Nearly 3,600 of you responded to the first survey, and an additional 3,900 have responded to the second 
with nearly 80% indicating an interest in receiving the vaccine. While we expect some duplicates between the 
two surveys, it currently looks as if approximately 6,700 staff members to date have expressed that they 
would like to receive the vaccine.  
  
Because supplies will be very limited initially, not everyone who expresses an interest will be able to receive 
the vaccine during this first round. In accordance with the CDC’s guidelines, we will be providing the vaccine 
to frontline healthcare staff in our hospitals and acute care locations first. Additionally, only five of our 
hospitals will receive these first doses. Each will receive 975 doses, for a total of 4,875 vaccines. However, we 
expect to receive more vaccines in the near future. 
  
The information you submit in the survey helps to determine the priority for administering the vaccine to 
those staff members who have expressed an interest. Our initial focus will be on those who serve in these 
areas: 

 Emergency departments 
 COVID-19 dedicated or affiliated units 
 Intensive Care, Cardiac and Critical Care units 
 Medical/Surgery, Step Down and Telemetry units 
 Neonatal Intensive Care units, Mother/Baby, Labor and Delivery and Obstetrics 
 Imaging/Diagnostics 
 Therapies 
 Surgical Services 
 Additional patient-facing roles 

Additional criteria, such as personal health risk, also will be used to determine who will receive the initial 
doses of the vaccine. Because we are aware there are some minor potential side effects, such as fatigue and 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fceobaptisthealth.us.newsweaver.com%2Fndkhzkmui7%2F1mrcbjqz9bc1j26moyjp9k%2Fexternal%3Femail%3Dtrue%26a%3D5%26p%3D4909173%26t%3D969357&data=04%7C01%7CDebbie.Filer%40BHSI.COM%7Cb1fd498c1c9c491726dd08d8a0593975%7C836c3f23dd3f4e3fbeeb58f628f05474%7C0%7C0%7C637435652361730351%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=imfj6JwlEELQMGCplcqq03%2B%2F6w2bJvNYsyK03uCK%2BYE%3D&reserved=0


 CEO COVID-19 Update 

 

 

headaches, we also will not be administering the vaccine to any entire department at one time to ensure we 
maintain adequate staffing. 

  
Those who receive this first dose will be scheduled to receive a second dose 21 days after their first. 

 
More doses of the Pfizer vaccine are anticipated to arrive within weeks of the initial distribution. The FDA 
Advisory Committee is meeting again Dec. 17 to discuss approval of the Moderna vaccine. 

 
We will continue to use the survey input to guide us in administering the vaccine to those of you who have 
expressed an interest in receiving it. We also will provide the survey again at a later date for you to express 
your interest in receiving the vaccine if you do not do so now. 

  
As we receive more quantities, we will begin administering the vaccine to our other healthcare and essential 
workers, including those working in physician offices who don't provide services directly within our hospitals. 

  
We’ll then follow with our non-healthcare staff, which includes leadership and our back office support staff. 

  
For those of you who have taken the survey, thank you. For those who have not, please take time to share 
your input with us before it closes at midnight on Dec. 15. You can take the survey here. 

 
Stay well and be safe, 
  

 
  
Gerard Colman 
Chief Executive Officer 
Baptist Health 
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