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Today, I'd like to share some exciting news about the COVID-
19 vaccine with you. During Gov. Andy Beshear's briefing late 
Thursday, he announced that 11 hospitals in Kentucky would 
be receiving the initial supply of the vaccine.  
  
While we do not know the criteria used by the state to select 
the hospitals, Baptist Health is the state’s largest health 
system and serves 75% of Kentuckians with its eight hospitals 
in the commonwealth. 
  
Four of our hospitals have been selected among the 11. The 
hospitals — Baptist Health Corbin, Baptist Health Lexington, 
Baptist Health Louisville and Baptist Health Madisonville — have cared for high numbers of COVID-19 
patients in their areas. 
  
Baptist Health Floyd has been selected by the Indiana State Department of Health to distribute the 
vaccine to frontline healthcare workers in Floyd, Harrison and Washington counties.  
  
While we’re glad we received more supply than some other healthcare systems, we also understand the 
importance of having adequate quantities of the vaccine in all our markets and sites of care. 
  
We fully expect all our hospitals to be included in further vaccine shipments, and my leadership team 
and I will continue to advocate with the state and other stakeholders for all our communities to receive 
supplies as quickly as possible to ensure our hard-working frontline caregivers and other staff have 
access to the vaccines as soon as possible. 
  
The initial doses of the vaccine we’ll receive will likely be provided by Pfizer. Both Pfizer and Moderna 
have applied for emergency use authorization from the Food and Drug Administration. The Pfizer 
vaccine is expected to be approved first and available as early as the end of this month, with the 
Moderna vaccine soon to follow.  
  
Both vaccines were subjected to large clinical trials and are shown to be between 94-95% effective. 
  
While we have been approved to receive a portion of this initial supply, at this point, we don’t know 
how many doses that will be, only that it will be very limited. 
  
Per guidance provided by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, frontline healthcare workers 
and nursing homes will be prioritized as the first to receive the vaccine. Contingent upon the speed of 
production and distribution, it's anticipated that the general public will be able to receive the vaccine 
next spring or early summer.  
  
Both vaccines will require two doses up to 28 days apart and require cold or ultra-cold storage to ensure 
their efficacy. We have purchased ultra-cold freezers, which will accommodate both vaccines, for each 
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of our hospitals, along with our Urgent Care clinics, and are well prepared to store, distribute and 
administer the vaccines to staff and eventually, our communities. 
  
These vaccines are not like conventional vaccines. Instead of injecting a weakened form of the virus, or 
antigens, into a person’s arm, the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines will inject instructions for the body to 
produce its own antigens. 
  
Those who receive the vaccine are expected to have some side effects, such as redness or soreness at 
the injection site, fever, chills and fatigue. These side effects are a good sign, because they indicate the 
vaccine is working.  
  
As you know, we sent a survey to each of you in mid-November asking you to express your interest in 
receiving the vaccine. For those of you who indicated you were interested in receiving it, we will contact 
you soon to let you know if you will be included in this initial round.  
  
While the vaccine is not mandatory, I highly encourage each of you to receive it. I plan to get it, and 
when it becomes more widely available, my family will as well.  
  
If you are not included in the first round because of the limited supply, or didn’t sign up, you can sign up 
the next time we provide the interest survey to you. We will send the survey on a regular basis as more 
doses become available.  
  
The vaccine will not replace our need to mask up, remain physically distant, and wash our hands 
frequently — those actions will be required of us for some time to come. However, the approval and 
availability of the vaccine is great news, as it is critical in stopping the spread of this virus. 
  
Getting a vaccine will help you protect yourself, your family and our communities. The more people who 
are vaccinated, the sooner the pandemic will come to an end.  
  
Thank you for everything you do in support of our communities. I will continue to update you as we 
learn more and look forward to the possibilities this vaccine will bring.  
 
Stay well and be safe, 
  

 
  
Gerard Colman 
Chief Executive Officer 
Baptist Health 


